Prescribing Policy
Malaria Prophylaxis
Policy Statement: October 2010
This policy defines the decision made by NHS Wirral regarding
supply of medicines for malaria prophylaxis following a full
evidence review.

NHS Wirral has agreed that drugs for malaria prophylaxis are not
prescribable on the NHS. Private prescriptions should be used
for prescription only medicines for malaria prophylaxis
What this means for patients is:• The Department of Health has directed that your GP may not prescribe
medicines to prevent malaria on the NHS.
• Doxycycline, mefloquine and Malarone (proguanil/atovaquone) must be
prescribed by your GP on a private prescription as these are prescription only
medicines. Your GP may charge you for issuing a private prescription.
• Other medicines for the prevention of malaria, which are not prescription only
medicines, can be purchased directly from community pharmacies.
• Community pharmacies have access to up to date advice about appropriate
malaria prevention and can advise you accordingly.
• Medicines to prevent malaria are not 100% effective. You should also use
mosquito nets, insect repellents and wear suitable clothing to protect against
being bitten.
• You can contact us on 0151 647 4251 or freephone 0800 085 1547 or at
haveyoursay@wirral.nhs.uk if you have any concerns.
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The following terms are used in this document
British National Formulary
(BNF)
The National Health Service
(General Medical Services
Contracts) Regulations
2004
Prophylaxis

The BNF provides prescribers, pharmacists and other health
care professionals e.g. nurses with up to date information
about medicines prescribed in the UK
These regulations set out the framework for General Medical
Services (GMS) contracts i.e. the services your GP provides.

Prevention

Prescribing Policy: Malaria prophylaxis
Version: 1.1

Prescribing Policy: Malaria prophylaxis
Version: 1.1

Prescribing Policy
Malaria Prophylaxis
1.

BACKGROUND

1.1

The purpose of this policy is to outline the methods of supply for malaria
prophylaxis. This policy applies to all prescribers, both medical and nonmedical.

1.2

Medicines for malaria prophylaxis are not reimbursable under the NHS1.
Therefore, prescription only medicines for malaria prophylaxis must be
prescribed on private prescriptions.

2.

EVIDENCE

2.1

The British National Formulary (BNF) states that medicines for malaria
prophylaxis are not prescribable on the NHS1.

2.2

The NHS (General Medical Services) Regulations 2004 state that a GP may
accept a fee for prescribing or providing drugs or medicines for malaria
chemoprophylaxis2.

2.3

The Department of Health issued guidance in February 1995 (FHSL (95)7)
which is still current. This guidance states that private prescription forms
should be used to prescribe drugs for malaria prophylaxis3.

3.

CONCLUSIONS

3.1

Prescription only medicines for malaria prophylaxis such as doxycycline,
mefloquine and Malarone (proguanil/atovaquone) must be prescribed on a
private prescription. A consultation fee may be charged at the GP’s discretion.

3.2

Some medicines for the prevention of malaria are available for the patient to
purchase over the counter at a community pharmacy. If this is the case a GP
need not write a prescription.

3.3

Patients should be advised to purchase or obtain sufficient prophylactic
medicines to cover the period of travel, taking into account that anti-malarial
drugs are commenced prior to travel, are taken whilst away and continued on
return from travel (see BNF for prophylactic regimes for individual drugs).

3.4

Patients should be advised about the importance of mosquito nets, suitable
clothing and insect repellents to protect against being bitten.
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3.5

GPs may still use FP10s to prescribe anti-malarial drugs to patients in the UK
who need those drugs for other conditions e.g. gout.

4.

RESPONSIBILITY FOR IMPLEMENTATION

4.1

Responsibility for implementation lies with GP practices and Practice Based
Commissioning clusters.

5.

ROUTE FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND RATIFICATION

5.1

All prescribing policies are underpinned by detailed clinical evidence reviews.
Draft policies are subject to consultation at local clinical meetings with Medical
Directors, GPs and pharmacists. The final policies are ratified at the
Professional Executive Committee and published on the PCT website.

6.
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